Established Procedure for choosing a Henry Morris honoree

The award was envisioned in 1977 by Executive Committee member 

William C. Lane and with Moderator Robert F. Wheaton’s agreement, was established as follows by the Weekapaug Fire District Executive Committee:

It is an honorary award given to an outstanding citizen and dedicated volunteer in the Weekapaug Fire District.  It is to be awarded at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting.  The person so honored should exemplify some of Henry Morris’ admired characteristics.

The Weekapaug Fire District Moderator gets suggestions for possible nominees from several residents, who are well informed throughout Weekapaug, and he/ she confers with the heads of the two major clubs in the district – the Weekapaug Yacht Club Commodore and the Weekapaug Tennis Club President.  The Chapel and Weekapaug Foundation leadership should also be consulted. The Moderator determines a consensus among the heads of the organizations, and he/she makes a final decision.  This is done in strict confidentiality!!

Profile of honoree:

· Weekapaug Fire District resident – owner or immediate family member of owner – not renter – person of considerable tenure

· A volunteer – not a paid employee within the district 

· Active volunteer in broad based Weekapaug activities, not just one facet of community life

· Must exemplify Henry Morris qualities – modesty, time for everyone, broad based interests, selfless service

· Held many jobs, not looking for acclaim, but does an outstanding job every time

· See list of past honorees (attached)

The nominee’s name must be kept a secret so that the person will not hear about it or guess it.  It is to be a living resident.  It was never to be given posthumously, because it would lose its excitement as the person accepts the award, and congratulations, at the WFD Annual Meeting.  

The following summer that past honoree is told confidentially the name of the next honoree, and he in turn must introduce the honoree of the year.

This award was designed to keep Henry Morris’ heroic life story alive, so for that reason, it is good to review his biographical sketch* now and again.

The Moderator, or the one to present the award at the Fire District Annual Meeting, tells the honoree’s spouse or family about it to be sure  the person will be in attendance.  But secrecy must be maintained to build up some suspense.  The family needs to provide some background information on the person’s full life story.  The presentation should be kept fairly brief but entertaining and include highlights of the person’s life here and elsewhere.

The Trophy:

The perpetual trophy should be taken to the Annual Meeting to give to the honoree for one year.

The trophy plate to be given to the honoree for keeps should be engraved, ready to present.  The pewter plates are at the WFD office. 
*
See attached

